Key Stage 1
Literacy Parent Meeting

"The more that you read, the more things you
will know. The more you learn, the more
places you'll go." — Dr. Seuss

Our children as readers:
● What Do We Want for Our Children?

To read for pleasure

To read with
understanding

To be able to
choose what
they would like
to read for
themselves

To read
with
expression

To be
lifelong
readers

To have reasons for
preferences in what
they read

Reading in School:
End of Key Stage 1 National
Standard
The pupil can:
read accurately most words of two or more syllables
read most words containing common suffixes
read most common exception words.

In age-appropriate books, the pupil can:
read words accurately and fluently without overt sounding and blending,
e.g. at over 90 words per minute
sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue hesitation.
In a familiar book that they can already read accurately and fluently, the
pupil can:
check it makes sense to them
answer questions and make some inferences on the basis of what is being
said and done.

What does the terminology mean?
Term

Explanation

Example

Blending

Putting sounds
together to read a
word.

Word: that
3 sounds th a t
Children expected to
rely less on having to
read each sound and
blend them when
reading common
words.

What does the terminology mean?
Term

Explanation

Examples

Common
suffixes

A suffix is an ‘ending’, used
at the end of one word to
turn it into another word.
Unlike root words, suffixes
cannot stand on their own
as a complete word.

call – called
teach – teacher
[turns a verb into a
noun]
advert – advertise
[turns a noun into a
verb]
green – greenish
[leaves word class
unchanged]

Making inferences
Statement

Explanation Example Questions

Answer questions
and make
inferences on the
basis of what is
being said and
done in a familiar
book that is read to
them.

Put together the
underlying
meaning in a
story/text
Being able to
solve the puzzle

Why was Red Riding Hood
not afraid in the forest?
Why did the Wolf dress up
as Red Riding Hood’s
Grandmother?
How did Red Riding Hood
know that he wasn’t the
Grandmother?

How we teach reading in KS1 at Deansfield

 Daily focused reading
 Whole class reading
 Discrete teaching of phonics
 Reading across the curriculum
 1:1 with an adult
 Literacy lessons

Daily Focused Reading

 Small groups
 Once a week Teacher focus
 VIPERS
 Other groups engage in reading
activities.

Teaching of Synthetic Phonics
Taught through discrete sessions and also
developed in wider literacy teaching.
20 minute discrete sessions with familiar sequence
Learn to blend sounds to read words through their
component letters (graphemes) and sounds
(phonemes).
Learn to recognise common ‘exception’ words.
Practise reading and writing in context.
Read ‘nonsense’ words that can be blended to
practise using phonic strategies.
National progress check in Year 1

How can parents/carers support children in
their reading at home?
● Even though your child may now be a fluent reader, it is
still important to hear them read aloud every day.
By continuing to actively share your child`s reading you
are giving it status and importance as well as continuing
to develop enjoyment and you are also increasing their
understanding of more challenging texts.
● Your child will benefit from your support. You are in the
position to help overcome any misunderstandings by
talking about what they read aloud. It is an opportunity
to children to ask questions about vocabulary meaning.
It is a good idea to share reading aloud as you can
model pace, expression and fluency for your child.

How can you help your child?
● Listen to your child read every day.
● Find a quiet place to share books where you can be
comfortable.
● Encourage your child to read a range of texts such as
comics, newspapers, non-fiction, plays and poetry etc.
● Talk about the book.
● Ask questions which encourage your child to give
opinions about the text.
● Play word games.
● Encourage your child to read a series of books from a
favourite author or books on topics of interests,
especially to keep reluctant readers interested in
reading.

3 tiers of reading
 Tier 1 – Reading and re-reading books that they know –
building confidence, increasing fluency.
 Tier 2 – Reading books that are a slight
stretch/challenge – opportunity to decode new words
and practise skills.
 Tier 3 – Being read books to them that are beyond
their own level of reading but will give them a sense
of what fluid reading sounds like/ exposure to new
vocab.

Avoiding the pitfalls

 Keep it fun.
 Ask the right questions at the right time.
 Keep positive.

Helping your child
with their writing

“After nourishment, shelter and companionship,
stories are the thing we need most in the world.”
- Philip Pullman

Development

National Curriculum 2014
Pupils’ writing during year 1 will generally
develop at a slower pace than their reading.
This is because they need to encode the sounds
they hear in words (spelling skills), develop the
physical skill needed for handwriting, and learn
how to organise their ideas in writing.

End of Key Stage 1 National Standard
- Writing
 The pupil can write a narrative about their own and others’
experiences (real and fictional), after discussion with the teacher:
 demarcating most sentences with capital letters and full stops and
with some use of question marks and exclamation marks
 using sentences with different forms in their writing (statements,
questions, exclamations and commands)
 using some expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
 using present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently
 using co-ordination (or / and / but) and some subordination (when / if
/ that / because)
 segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by
graphemes, spelling many correctly
 spelling many common exception words*
 spelling some words with contracted forms*

End of Key Stage 1 National
Standard - Writing
 adding suffixes to spell some words correctly in their writing e.g. –ment,
–ness, –ful, –less, –ly*
 using the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters in
some of their writing
 writing capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and
relationship to one another and to lower case letters
 using spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters.

Noun Phrases

Statement

Explanation

Example

using some
expanded noun
phrases to
describe and
specify

A noun phrase is a Adult foxes can jump.
phrase with a
[adult modifies foxes, so
noun as its head
adult belongs to the noun
phrase]
Almost all healthy adult
foxes in this area can
jump. [all the other words
help to modify foxes, so
they all belong to the
noun phrase]

Segmenting

Statement

Explanation

Example

segmenting spoken
words into
phonemes and
representing these
by graphemes,
spelling many
correctly

Segmenting is
separating the
phonemes
(sounds) in a
word and writing
the letters
(graphemes) that
spell the word.

Word: that
3 phonemes in th a t
Word: night
3 phonemes in night, but
the igh grapheme has 3
letters in it.

Spelling

 The National Curriculum sets out clear guidance the
requirements for teaching spelling, punctuation and
grammar.
 This is now assessed by a test at the end of KS1 and KS2.
 Your child will bring home weekly spellings to practise,
these are taken from the National Curriculum or may be
linked to topics they are studying.
 The children will undertake spelling activities during the
week to practise these spellings.

Strategies for Learning spellings






Use Look, Cover, Write, Check.
Underline the tricky bit.
Look for words within words.
Make up a rhyme (mnemonic).
Practise writing them in sentences.

In addition to daily phonics KS1 and weekly spelling
homework children are receiving termly spelling
coaching sessions where they are learning new
strategies for learning and practising spellings
(Handout)

Riddle: I am cute.
I am young.
I wear nappies.
Answer: baby.

Handwriting
 Pre-cursive and the then full cursive when
ready
 Daily handwriting sessions
 Progression in joins and letter forms
Rationale:
 Teaching from early writing stage avoids
‘unlearning’.
 Consistent start points for each letter
 Linked to spelling progress as children will learn
shapes of phonemes e.g. the shape of igh/air.
 Uses motor memory

Useful websites

 http://www.booktrust.org.uk/books/children/bookl
ists/243/
 http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk
 http://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/7-11years/spelling-and-grammar

